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July 26th, 2020 = “Great Faith Leads to Great Prosperity”  

 

Mark 11:23-26 23 Truly I tell you, if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up 

and thrown into the sea,’ and if you do not doubt in your heart, but believe 

that what you say will come to pass, it will be done for you. 24 So I tell you, 

whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will 

be yours. 25 “Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything 

against anyone; so that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your 

trespasses.” 

 

Jeremiah 29:10-14 10 For thus says the Lord: Only when Babylon’s seventy 

years are completed will I visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and 

bring you back to this place. 11 For surely I know the plans I have for you, 

says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future 

with hope. 12 Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will 

hear you. 13 When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with 

all your heart, 14 I will let you find me, says the Lord, and I will restore your 

fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places where I have 

driven you, says the Lord, and I will bring you back to the place from which I 

sent you into exile. 
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July 26th, 2020 = “Great Faith Leads to Great Prosperity”  

By Rev. Justin McNeill 

 

 This morning we are continuing our theme on what the Bible 

doesn’t say but thought it did with “Great Faith Leads to Great 

Prosperity” 

 

 Last year, about this time, I spoke a message on a Sunday 

morning about prayer.  And among, what I am sure was many 

wonderfully crafted things. Probably not, let’s be honest. I spoke 

about how it can be tempting for us, myself included, to think about 

prayer like a coke machine, where you put your money in, make 

your selection, and hope if not expect a specific result. And we 

talked about how disillusioned we can be when things don’t go 

according to our thoughts, our plans, and our prayers.  

 

 We talked about how when we buy into this temptation, to think 

about prayer in this transactional kind of way, we also run the risk 

of inadvertently thinking about God as a genie, granting wishes to 

those that deserve them, those that pray hard enough, believe 

deeply enough, or rub the lamp in just the right way.   

 

 This morning we are talking about something similar.  The idea 

that the more, the better, or the harder we believe in God or have 

faith, the more God will do great things on our behalf.  Specifically it 

is the idea that when we have faith, or at least the right kind of faith, 
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and have enough faith, that God will grant us or allow us to be 

happy, healthy, and wealthy.  

 

 Most commonly talked about as the prosperity gospel, this set 

of beliefs has been given many names, such as the “name it and 

claim it” gospel, the “blab it and grab it” gospel, the “health and 

wealth” gospel, the “word of faith” movement, the “gospel of 

success,” or even “positive confession theology.”  

 

 It is the belief that positive thought, must lead to positive 

things, expanded to now include God, faith, and the church. Think 

it, believe it, see it in your mind or in your church or in your bible 

hard enough and lo and behold it will be so, because in the words 

of Joel Osteen, “Jesus died that we might live an abundant life, 

because God wants you to be prosperous.”  

 

 But for me the biggest problem this kind of theology is that it 

sounds fantastic! It sounds like something I could really get behind 

because I like it. I like the idea that if I do this and that, then God 

will or must do good things on my behalf.  That God will give me 

everything I want out of life if I only do this or that.  That God is on 

my side, wanting to give me what I can earn through my faith.   

 

 And there are even some scriptures that sound, on the surface, 

like they support this kind of thinking. The part of Matthew’s gospel 

that we heard this morning speaking about faith being able to move 
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mountains and that “whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that 

you have received it, and it will be yours.” or Jeremiah the great 

prophet speaking God’s words that “When you search for me, you 

will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, 14 I will let you find 

me, says the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes…”  

 

 These and other scriptures sound like there might indeed be a 

case for God’s desire to reward the faithfulness of God’s people 

with great health and wealth. It sounds on the surface like we 

should all jump onboard and be rewarded in turn.  And if we don’t 

want to dig any deeper or understand any more than just these 

surface level beliefs, then that might just be where we end up.  But I 

believe faith has more to offer than easy answers or surface level 

understandings.   

 

 Because when we unpack some of these beliefs or go deeper 

than just a surface level reading of the scriptures, we find that there 

is something lacking in a rewards based belief system, upheld by 

the promise of health and wealth in return for prayer and 

unwavering conviction.  

 

 Mark’s passage this morning speaking about faith’s ability to 

conquer all, move mountains, and answer prayer can be seen as 

prosperity gospel, if that is, it wasn’t for the wider setting of this 

passage. The passage comes following Jesus’s condemnation of 

the money changers profiteering and taking unabashed advantage 



P a g e  | 5 

 

of the Jewish holy festival to make money off those hoping to take 

part in the religious holiday.  

 

 Jesus isn’t speaking about God’s willingness to grant wishes of 

health and wealth to the faithful. But rather that God’s presence in 

the lives of those who really understand God’s love, calls them to 

the unexpected, the brash, and the bold actions of loving 

generously. Even when these actions seem out of place or fly 

directly in the face of a world that at every turn says it is impossible 

to care for all people or love your neighbour as yourself. To do so, 

would be facing such immense opposition it would be like throwing 

the mountains into the sea.  

 

 In Mark’s gospel, the priority is not on personal prosperity in 

response to a dedicated faith or life of prayer, but rather knowing 

God’s presence in the world through the example of Jesus. Jesus is 

the champion of the downtrodden and the voice of those on the 

margins of society; speaking words of comfort and strength. Saying 

that no matter how bad things might seem, God is there with and 

among each of us on the journey. Something that isn’t possible if 

God is primarily in the business of earned blessings.  

 

 Because that is the thing about the prosperity gospel, when 

things are good it must be because we have earned it by our faith, 

but when things aren’t it must be because we haven’t had enough 

faith, prayed hard enough, or earned our place in God’s good 
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books. Because if prosperity is a sign of God’s blessing than 

poverty is a sign of sin and a lack of faith.  But for Jesus this 

couldn’t be further from the truth. Jesus even speaks directly 

against this idea many times over through his teachings and 

healings.  God’s presence in the midst of life’s struggles, in the 

good and the bad, the highest of highs and the lowest of lows, is 

the guarantee of faith in God. God’s place in the lives of all people 

is a gift to be lived and loved and passed on in abundance, not a 

blessing to be earned and stored away in abundance.   

 

 In the Jeremiah text, God’s plan for God’s people to prosper is 

the same thing.  It is not something to be earned but rather a gift 

that is to be discovered, something that was there all along.  In 

good times and in bad, in sickness and in health, for richer and for 

poorer, as the vows go.  It is a partnership for sure, but it isn’t 

earned or dependent like a score card keeping tally, but gifted out 

of love, care, and a genuine desire to see the best for all God’s 

people.   

 

 Jeremiah is writing to a people oppressed, a people who have 

been conquered time and time again, yet they are a people who 

have held onto a faith that gives them hope for tomorrow.  This 

hope for a place and a future to gift to their children as they have 

been gifted that same faith from their ancestors; a gift that has 

sustained them and carried them, even when common sense would 

tell them to give up and abandon that hope and that faith.  
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 The bible says a lot of things about God’s honest desire for 

good things for God’s people, but time and time again it has 

everything to do with God’s outpouring of love, not because of our 

ability to earn that love, but because God loves us more than we 

could ever deserve.  And on one hand that might mean that no 

matter how hard we pray, sometimes things might not work out, but 

it also means that no matter what, God is still with us.  

 

 It means that God in Jesus still lives and loves and calls to us 

from the margins of society; calling us to seek out the downtrodden, 

to lift up the lowly, to bring comfort to the sick, justice to the 

oppressed, community to the outcast, and so much more. Not 

because we must do our part to earn God’s grace or our good 

fortune but because God has shown us a love the moves us to that 

same love and compassion shown to us. It is not because God isn’t 

with those on the margins and we need to show them the way, but 

specifically because God is with those on the margins and it is in 

those moments that we might find God in our world and in 

ourselves.  

 

 God is with us, unearned and gifted to us, not because of what 

we have done, but because of who we are as people of faith, joined 

with God and with one another. Now and always, Amen.  

 


