
1 Timothy 6: 6-10  
6 Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7 for 

we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; 8 but 

if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. 9 But those who 

want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and 

harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love 

of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some 

have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many 

pains 

 

“MONEY is the Root of ALL Evil” by Rev. Justin McNeill 

 

 This morning we are going to be talking about money. But before you 

skip ahead to the Ministry of Music that Kari has planned or turn off the 

computer all together, please hear me out, because this morning we are 

continuing with our series on things we think are in the bible but aren’t with 

“Money is the root of all evil.”  

 

 It’s one of the most commonly quoted or misquoted verses in the Bible. 

And while it may, in part, be a direct quote from the bible, it isn’t nearly the 

whole quote, nor should it be taken so dramatically out of context. This is 

not one of those lines that you can just clip out and put on one of those cat 

posters or inspirational prints with a mountain range in the background and 

leave it out there thinking “yah we get it”. Because just left like that, thrown 

on the wall, the quote, by itself can be a very confusing phrase.  

 

 Especially since none of us in our day to day lives, really act like 

money is always bad thing. Most people, most of the time, work many hours 

a day and a week to make money. To earn what they can to pay for the 

things that they need next. Let’s face it, money is essential in the world and 

our place in world is largely governed by the flow of money. Even the 



church, needs money to operate, to pay the bills and enable the mission 

and the ministry that we are called to. So why is it that Paul says that money 

is the root of all evil?  

 

 Quite simply, he doesn’t. This phrase, which the Apostle Paul writes to 

Timothy in a personal letter, carries a much deeper meaning than “money is 

bad and you shouldn’t want it.”  Paul was making a deeper point about how 

to live lives with a vision and a purpose that is bigger than just wealth for the 

sake of wealth, so that we might know how to use our money well to make 

that vision and purpose a reality. That’s why he writes verse ten that reads 

“10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness 

to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves 

with many pains.”  

 

 For Paul, it is not the money that is problematic, it is the LOVE of 

money that can be an issue. It can be a gateway that can lead to all kinds of 

evil. Not all evil, but all kinds of evil.  It’s like saying that drinking too much 

coffee can lead to all kinds of health issues. It doesn’t mean that every 

single health issue on the planet is always because of coffee, but that 

drinking too much too often or drinking coffee instead of anything else can 

lead to a whole bunch of other issues.  

 

 I remember when I used to work in an office setting I drank so much 

coffee that I was told that I had dangerously high blood pressure at the ripe 

old age of 28. Coffee wasn’t the problem, the amount of coffee was.  That 

and a bunch of other unhealthy decisions.  

 

 The same can be said of money. All the evil in the world is not because 

of money, but the love of money above all else, making money into the be 

all and end all in our lives can lead to a bunch of other issues. It is not 



money that Paul takes issue with but putting money above all else, now that 

is where things can turn ugly.  

 

 In verse 8 Paul says “but if we have food and clothing, we will be 

content with these.” Paul is saying that money itself is not the problem. We 

all need money to buy the things we need, food and clothing for today. But 

when the love of those things, when the desire to hoard away that which we 

ourselves do not need but would rather be seen and noticed for, taken 

seriously because of, or lord over others with. That is what brings about all 

those other evils.  

 

 In verse 9 Paul also talks about those who want to be rich. For Paul, 

this is not an affliction exclusively for the wealthy, but anyone who puts the 

desires for wealth above those things that are really important. For Paul, 

being wealthy is a blessing. Not in a God answered your prayers and gave 

you wealth. This is not the prosperity gospel like we talked about a few 

weeks ago.  But that being wealthy is a good, godly, opportunity to do great 

things in the world that others might not be able to do themselves or for 

themselves. It is the idea of being blessed to be a blessing.  

 

 I’m not talking about the hashtag blessed type of blessed. The kind of 

social media post touting a look at me, what I have, where I am, what I am 

up to, isn’t it wonderful to be hashtag blessed. But rather being blessed to 

be a blessing is the idea of being entrusted with something that we are 

called to use for the betterment of others rather than squirrelled away for 

only ourselves or promoted for self-congratulations.  

 

 The passage we hear this morning is also partly a cautionary tale, 

warning those in Timothy’s newly developing church, that were thinking 

higher of themselves than Paul thought was appropriate. Paul is speaking 

out against the idea of preferential treatment of the wealthy or those aspiring 



to the wealthy amongst them. Their wealth was not the problem but the 

sense of entitlement that can slowly creep into the individual or the 

community can be a danger and an evil that comes with the love of money.  

 

 This potential for entitlement turned unintended evil reminds of me the 

Rose family from the popular CBC television show staring Dan and Eugene 

Levi, in which a wealthy family suddenly discovers that they are bankrupt 

with their only remaining asset being a small derelict town that they are 

forced to relocate to. You may even be familiar with the title of the show. 

But, over the course of the seasons, the family comes to realise just how 

much their wealth was actually a hindrance, standing in the way of them 

being the family that each of them wanted all along.  

 

 These are the unintended consequences when the focus becomes the 

love of money instead of seeing money as the conduit through which we are 

invited to make a difference in the world as a whole. For Paul money is not 

the root of all evil, but rather the love of money can be a powerful temptation 

that can lead to many kinds of unintended pains and evils, without even 

realising it until it is too late.  

 

 The challenge for us then becomes, how we utilize what we have, what 

we have earned, or what we have been given to create a world that looks 

more like what we would envision as God’s hope for humanity.  How might 

we take hold of the opportunities before us to create and recreate, to reach 

out in ways that might be open to us as people of faith.  It is in this creative 

work, living into the idea of being blessed to be a blessing that we might 

continue to live out our mission and our ministry as church in the world. Not 

as church gathered in one place but as church lived out in the world. Amen.  


